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Biography:

1957: B.F.A at Rochester Institute of Technology 

1960: M.S and M.F.A at Indiana University 

   Became a Photography Professor

1967: Guggenheim Fellowship

1972: National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship

1974: Became Graduate Research Professor of Art (UF)



Biography (Continued):

➢ Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain

➢ Founding member of The Society of Photographic Education

➢ Former trustee of the Friends of Photography

➢ Considered a pioneer in photo montage and multiple exposures

➢ Over 100 exhibits

○ With some of his photographs being permanent collections in over 15 

museums worldwide



Art Process:  Camera + Negatives + Enlargers = Final Montage

- Produces photo montages using multiple negatives and lots of darkroom time.

- Uelsmann uses multiple enlargers to produce his works.

- Has collected a huge selection of negatives throughout the years.

- He uses a single camera for his work, "Most photographers carry many cameras with 
multiple attachments. Most photographers have one enlarger. I have half a dozen."

- When creating a montage, he knows what he is looking for, uses some strategy, but 
remembers mistakes are unavoidable. 

- After a day of shooting, he then explores his hundreds of proof sheets.

- He folds and plays with compositions with numerous contact sheets, then brings a smaller 
selection into the darkroom.



Art Process (Continued):
- He then puts his selected pieces into the numerous enlargers, 
moving the photo paper to create an image.

- The negatives that Uelsmann uses reappear in his work, either as 
a focus or a background. 

- Uelsmann was a believer with the idea that the finished piece need not be tied to one 
photo, and may be composed of many. 

WHAT ABOUT TECHNOLOGY TODAY?

- Even with today’s technology, He continues to use traditional techniques and processes. 

- "I am sympathetic to the current digital revolution and excited by the visual options 
created by the computer. However, I feel my creative process remains intrinsically linked to 
the alchemy of the darkroom."



Photo from the “Small 
Woods:Where I Met Myself” 
Exhibit

1967

Jerry Uelsmann wanted this exhibit to 
have photographs that showed images 
of landscapes with the law of nature 
along with the defying of gravity. 



All American Sunset
1971

Uelsmann was able to create unique 
images from his dark techniques. 



Untitled (Philosopher’s Desk)

1976

Jerry Uelsmann mainly titled his work 
“Untitled” since he wanted the viewers 
to interpret his art in their own way. 



Untitled (House and roots)
1982

Untitled (rowboat and moon)
1982



Untitled (Hands in sphere)
1983

Untitled (nude figure in waterfall)
1992



Untitled (Floating rock)
1991

Untitled (Woman in a house with 
departing male figure in 

background)
1965



Victorian Cloud Room
1975

Brief Overview:
“Victorian interior domestic 
setting with a superimposed 
skyline as the ceiling. In the 
central area has been placed a 
victorian gown on a chair, the 
table next to it has been set with 
a tea and coffee setting for one.”



Floating Trees and Pea Pod
1969

“I’ve spent so much time in the 
darkroom that it’s a part of me,” says 
Jerry Uelsmann. Many of his great 
pieces, like this one, start in the 
darkroom.



Threshold
1999

This photo was developed in a 
wetroom and worked with different 
negatives. 



MOVEMENTS Although his artwork was 
not traditionally seen as art 
of the finest category, 
mostly because of his 
photography medium, 
these images came to 
define certain styles and 
movements within the art 
language. Two of the most 
prominent of those ideas 
being pop-art and 
surrealism. 

This image captures the imaginative and ‘fun’ 
quality of Uelsmann’s work that can be 
grouped into movements and styles that are 
unique to this work.



How was Uelsmann involved?

POP ART

-Defined as art that comments on 
cultural and societal ideas of the current 
times.

-Major movement in the late 1950s to 
1960s.

-By using innovative techniques to bend 
and shapeshift his images Uelsmann 
was able to find inspiration from society 
and interpret that into his art .

-The graphic qualities of Uelsmann’s 
works coincide with characteristics that 
the pop-art movement is known for.



SURREALISM

-Defined as a form of art that relies 
heavily on imagination and hones in on 
straying from what sound mind and 
body consider to be rational.

-Many of Uelsmann’s images 
characterize this unimaginable or 
‘impossible’ idea. He uses light and 
perspective as well as his image 
processing techniques to trick the 
viewer's eye. 

-Often times this style can be mistakenly 
described as creepy, but in reality it 
shows the amount of skill within 
Uelsmann’s works of art. This skill is not 
only creative, but also very technical. 



All of these images show two unique 
perspectives of Uelsmann’s creative 
techniques. He is able to form these 
images by using multiple enlargers and 
layering multiple photographs on top of 
one another. They also show his unique 
take on surrealism and pop-art by moving 
past what makes sense realistically. 



Jerry Uelsmann
Today

“Photography has become my way to interact with 
the world.”

- Now retired University of Florida professor, 
and is still continuing his art in his 
Gainesville studio to “keep him sane.”

- His art is online for bids, and is continuing 
to be bought.

- Uelsmann is staying true to his form 
despite the changes in art.

- Art now to him is therapeutic.



Sources:
● https://www.mocp.org/detail.php?type=related&kv=7799&t=people
● http://galleriformat.nu/en/2017/jerry-uelsmann/
● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Uelsmann 
● https://www.anatomyfilms.com/jerry-uelsmann-darkroom-magic/
● https://dos.myflorida.com/cultural/programs/florida-artists-hall-of-fame/jerry-n-uelsmann/
● https://monovisions.com/jerry-uelsmann-now/
● http://www.artnet.com/artists/jerry-uelsmann/7?type=photographs 
● https://www.gainesville.com/news/20180530/photography-pioneer-uelsmanns-work-up-for-

auction
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